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Course Description: This course is designed to help students explore in depth observation of and to learn various child guidance techniques for children 0 – 8 years of age. Students will be provided with techniques to assist them in the ongoing guidance challenges that arise every day in their classrooms. Included are the issues of family values and how they impact one’s beliefs as it relates to discipline and guidance resolutions (with emphasis on a strengths-based system).  
Course Objectives: This course is intended to:

· Foster an understanding of the importance of values and how they impact belief systems.
· Introduce the students to various types of observation techniques (anecdotal records, running records, event sampling). 
· Prepare the students to effectively observe children, with emphasis on the environment, materials used, routines, etc. 

· Help the students begin to actively promote positive behaviors designed to assist children in becoming self-managers. 
Learning Outcomes: The participants will be able to:


· Record observations of children using more than one technique (running records, anecdotes, etc.) and reflect on their observations. 
· Design the classroom environment to promote children’s understanding of what is expected of them (e.g. what to do, where to go and how to find necessary materials, etc.

· Plan curriculum which is designed to promote a smooth running classroom (e.g. inclusion of developmentally appropriate activities, inclusion of rituals to accompany routines, schedules, etc.)

· Model and support children’s development by helping them become self-managers (in a pro social environment).
Length of Course:
44 lecture hours
Prerequisite:

None

Grading:

Letter grade (A-F)
Required Text:
The Art of Awareness: How Observation Can Transform Your 




Teaching, by Curtis D. & Carter, M. (2000). Redleaf Press. 




St Paul: MN.



Guidance of Young Children, by Marion, M. (2003). 6th Edition. 




Merrill Prentice Hall: Columbus: OH.

Academic Honesty:  As a community of scholars, we depend on the research and scholarship of others to inform and support our ideas. All institutions of higher learning, including Clackamas Community College, require students and teachers to give credit to any source, written, verbal or electronic, from which ideas or research are borrowed. To fail to do so constitutes plagiarism and can result in the failure of the class.

TOPIC OUTLINE:

OBSERVATION:  
-
Becoming an Objective Observer

-
Taking Time to Observe

-
Observation of One Child

-
Recording of Observational Data

-
Introducing Assessment through Observation

-
Observing in the Developmental Domains

-
Sharing Data 


CHILD GUIDANCE:
-
Preventing Discipline Problems
-
Building a Prevention Strategy

-
Supporting Transitions

-
Nurturing Responsible Behavior

